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Virtual Saturday Speaker SerieS:
‘CatChing a Map thief’

In 2006, there was a major map theft at Western Washington University. 
On February 12, retired librarian and mystery author Robert Lopresti 
will talk about a two-year investigation by WWU library personnel that 
resulted in the conviction of a man who had stolen publications from 
more than 100 libraries around the country. For details and to register, 
see p. 4.

• President John Oftebro recognizes Halee Turner, Admin &    
 Collections Manager, p. 3.
• Society announces “I love Redmond” tote bag design contest, p. 5.
• RHS Office re-opens for small group visits, p. 5.
• Tom Hitzroth investigates Redmond’s earliest road, p. 6.
• Society announces 2022 Walking Tours, p. 7.

Photo of a damaged book. 
Image: Robert Lopresti
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
John Oftebro • President
Laura Lee Bennett • Senior Vice President
John Watson • Vice President Finance, CPA
Mary Horabik • Vice President Collections
Deborah Oftebro • Secretary

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Ed “Dint” O’Brien
ChuNi Kao
Janie Bube
Paige Norman
Jo Ann Potter
Sue-Lynn Walsh

ADMINISTRATIVE & 
COLLECTIONS MANAGER
Halee P. Turner

Our finances are public record and may 
be viewed at the office.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Open

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Teresa Potter • Urban Dakota Creative

PROOFREADERS
Tom Hitzroth, Taylor Fievez

FREE NEWSLETTER
If you don’t subscribe, please sign up.
Call the office at 425.885.2919 or email 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org. 
State your preference of email or U.S. Mail.
The Historical Society prefers email as it’s 
inexpensive and photos are enhanced online.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.
Historical.Society/

THE REDMOND RECORDER
is published ten times annually.

SocieTy newS

PHONE 425.885.2919
ADDRESS 16600 NE 80th Street #122
 Redmond, WA 98052
WEBSITE redmondhistoricalsociety.org
EMAIL info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
HOURS Please contact the office to 
 schedule an appointment

2022

Society Partners with Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty brokers Cynthia Olsen and 
Mary Sullivan have formed a unique 
partnership with the Redmond Historical 
Society in an effort to help raise money 
for the Society. Sotheby’s International 
Realty will give 10% of commissions to 
support the Redmond Historical Society 
when you or someone you refer buys or 
sells property. Marketplace Sotheby’s 
International Realty established this 
program as a way to give back to 
organizations that are committed to 
the welfare of our communities. For 
more information, contact Cynthia 
Olsen at cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.
com, 425.877.9904, Mary Sullivan at 
mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com, 
425.449.2841, or call the Society Office 
at 425.885.2919.

‘iCe CreaM SoCial’ 
goeS online

Sorry we missed you on January 
15! While we’ve postponed 
our Ice Cream Social and 
Membership Meeting to later 
this year, we’d like to share what 
the Society has been up to in 
the last year—and a look ahead 
at 2022. Check out our online 
Membership Presentation while 
you enjoy some ice cream! (Hint: 
There is a surprise “sweet treat” 
at the end!) https://tinyurl.com/
RHS2022IceCreamSocial 

mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society/
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society/
redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com
https://tinyurl.com/RHS2022IceCreamSocial
https://tinyurl.com/RHS2022IceCreamSocial
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PReSidenT’S noTebook

BeSt Buzzword in 2022 
– yeS!
By John Oftebro

There are many buzzwords and 
phrases that have become every-
day words we really don’t want 
to continue hearing. Zooming, 
testing, social distancing, positive, 
pivot, new normal, you’re on mute, 
supply chain, and dozens more 
that fill the newspapers, TV, social 
media, and everyday conversa-
tions.

But there are others that have 
been around a while, such as 
resourcefulness, innovation, dis-
cover, capable, initiative, adaptive, 
clever, adroit, proficiency, skilled. 
We’ve seen these daily as health-
care organizations responded to 
the pandemic and the business 
community learned to work from 
home.

Most of these words best describe 
the actions taken over the last 24 
months at our Society.  During 
our three moves in the last three 
years—just like everyone else—
we needed to invent new ways 
to work, and to hold together the 
traditions and expectations our 
members have become accus-
tomed to for the last 25 years.

While our active and innovative 
Board had many ideas on what 
we should do and how we could 
do it, the responsibility ultimate-
ly fell on our Administrative and 
Collections Manager, Halee 
Turner, who constantly said, 
YES. Yes, I can work from home. 
Yes, I can figure out Zoom. Yes, 
I can drive home when the WiFi 
quit to rescue our Zoom webinar. 
Yes, I can plan our space in the 
schoolhouse for the office, collec-
tions, exhibits, and displays. Yes, 
I can set up proper protocols to 
allow volunteers to safely enter 
our building and space. Yes, I 
can keep our communications 
going out to members and the 
community. Yes, I can produce a 
30-minute video of our postponed 
Membership Meeting! Yes, I can 
schedule visitors to see our new 
space and museum.

YES, Halee, you are indeed a 
jewel, and we thank you for your 
steady, pleasant, and patient 
nature—finding solutions for us 
every day!
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SaTuRday SPeakeR SeRieS

In February 2006, someone stole 
hundreds of pages, mostly maps, 
from old federal documents at 
Western Washington University. 
Over the next two years, WWU 
library staff and police investigated 
the crime, eventually leading to 
the capture of a man who had 
robbed more than 100 libraries 
across North America. The case 
eventually involved the FBI, the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
and the Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks Department, among others. 
Speaker Robert Lopresti was the 
government information librarian 
at WWU and led the pursuit from 
the discovery of the theft, through 
the conviction of the culprit and 
return of hundreds of missing 
maps.

Mr. Lopresti was a government 
information librarian for more 
than 40 years, mostly at Western 
Washington University. He is 
retired and holds the rank of 
professor emeritus. His book 
When Women Didn’t Count, which 
shows how the lives of women 
have been hidden and distorted 
by federal statistics, won the Lane/
Saunders Memorial Research 

Robert Lopresti, 
Author and retired Librarian 

‘CatChing a Map thief’:
inVeStigating a federal CriMe

Award. He is also a prize-winning 
author of mysteries, with two 
novels and more than eight short 
stories published. 

Time and Date: February 12, 2022
10:30 AM Pacific Time (US and 
Canada)

Registration is required. To 
sign up for this free online 
presentation, please register at 
https://tinyurl.com/RHSMapThief

For more information, visit www.
redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

https://tinyurl.com/RHSMapThief
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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SocieTy newS

SoCiety announCeS tote Bag 
deSign ConteSt

The Redmond Historical Society 
is accepting submissions for our 
2023 tote bag design! The tote 
bag will be part of the Society’s 
2023 membership drive. 

Theme: “I Love Redmond 
Historical Society”

Submissions are not restricted to 
digital works, but please be aware 
that physical pieces will need 
to be digitized for this format. 
Maximum imprint size is 9.5 inch-
es by 9.5 inches. Please consider 
this in designing your work.

Deadline for submissions: 
March 12, 2022. Winners will be 
announced April 9, 2022 at the 
RHS Saturday Speaker Series. 

For more information, visit www.
redmondhistoricalsociety.org/tote-
bag.

rhS offiCe openS for SMall group ViSitS

We are now able to accept a 
limited number of scheduled 
appointments to visit our office 
and display space. Please note:
• Appointments must be 

scheduled in advance.
• Proof of vaccination or 

negative test is required.
• Masks must be worn for the 

duration of your visit.
• Please use northwest door, 

facing parking lot as the front 

of the building is reserved 
for LWSD. The door will be 
locked. Please call our office 
at 425-885-2919 upon arrival.

Call our office at 425-885-2919 or 
visit RedmondHistoricalSociety.
org to schedule your visit! 

http://tinyurl.com/VisitRHS

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/tote-bag
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/tote-bag
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/tote-bag
http://www.RedmondHistoricalSociety.org
http://www.RedmondHistoricalSociety.org
http://tinyurl.com/VisitRHS
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LocaL hiSToRy

redMond’S earlieSt road
By Tom Hitzroth

Long before Redmond had its 
current road system, there was 
a wagon road that was designed 
to be the main road from Curtis 
Landing in Houghton to Tolt 
(Carnation). It was designated 
County Road #54. It has at times 
variously been called the Houghton 
to Melrose Road, Houghton to Tolt 
Road, and Redmond Wagon Road, 
but all describe the part of the road 
that went through Redmond.

By 1873, there were enough settlers 
between Houghton and Tolt to 
petition the King County Board 
of Commissioners for a road the 
farmers would use to move produce 
and other commodities to market 
in Seattle. In 1874, the Board of 
Commissioners ordered a survey of 
the proposed road and approved 
construction of a road 15 miles 
long.

By 1885, the farmers who lived 
along the road were having 
problems with the original survey, 
primarily with the design of the 
road. So, Warren Perrigo with other 
concerned citizens petitioned the 
Board of Commissioners for a 
resurvey of the road in selected 
places to improve the Sammamish 
River crossing and straighten the 
road in several places to improve 
wagon traffic. South of Tolt, the 
surveyors found the farmers had 
made their own road to link with 

the county road, and the County 
Surveyor recommended approval. 

Today, all that is left of County Road 
#54 in Redmond is Cleveland Street 
at 164th Ave NE, east to Avondale 
Road—bordering the southeast 
line of Anderson Park—then along 
Union Hill Road to near Ames Lake 
Road. The rest of County Road #54 
in Redmond has been replaced 
by the present road systems and 
building construction.

This road was laid down in the
earliest days of Redmond. The
fact that these concerned citizens—
Redmond’s “founding fathers”—
worked in collaboration with 
surrounding communities is a 
tribute to their foresightedness in 
planning for the future.

Pioneer road: Blue line is County 
Road #54 at Anderson Park. 
Excerpt of a 1927 King County 
Road Service Division map. Image 
by the author.
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SoCiety announCeS 2022 
walking tourS

Tom Hitzroth in front
of Justice White House/

Hotel Redmond.  
Photo: John Oftebro

Since 2003, Tom Hitzroth has led 
walking tours of Redmond’s historic 
district. Over the years, the tour has 
evolved from one hour to two, with the 
script changing as new information 
is discovered. This year, the tour 
will incorporate the site of a newly 
discovered hotel and the site of a 
1905 homicide.

A lifelong Eastside resident, Hitzroth 
continues to work at identifying details 
of Redmond’s development from its 
earliest time into the 1930s. He is 
currently investigating the historic 
site of the settlement of Melrose that 
preceded Redmond, the land claim 
area of Redmond, and the historic 
development of the downtown.

Tours meet as scheduled rain or shine and begin across the street from the 
Justice White House/Hotel Redmond (Jensen/Fey Architects) at 7730 NE 76th St. 

Please be advised that proof of vaccination or a negative test result is not 
required for this outdoor tour, but masks are encouraged. These events also 
include a significant amount of walking or standing, with limited opportunities 
for resting. We recommend wearing comfortable shoes, weather-appropriate 
clothing, and bringing a water bottle.

Tickets are available for $10 per person at Redmond Historical Society Events. 
Registration is required by the Wednesday prior to the tour, and tours are limited 
to 10 participants. To ensure the group maximum is not exceeded, please make 
sure your registration includes every member of your party. For further questions, 
please call our office at 425-885-2919.

2022 Walking Tour Schedule
Sunday April 10, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday May 15, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday June 19, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday August 14, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday September 4, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/rhs-events
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membeRShiP newS

By now, we hope you’ve had a 
chance to view our “Ice Cream 
Social” online presentation and 
see all the great things Redmond 
Historical Society accomplished 
in 2021 because of you, our 
members! 

Many thanks to the Society Board,
volunteers, and community
members who contributed
wonderful testimonial videos. 

Our membership continued 
to grow in 2021, including 
new Lifetime members Duane 
Isackson, Karen Snepp, and 
Elaine Sween Etzler!

We continue to share member 
stories through the newsletter and 
on the website, including Frank 
& Miye Yoshitake, Roger & Patti 
Trepanier, and Wayne & Lucille 
Hansen. Our first virtual fundraiser 
in May 2021 continued our 
theme of “I Love Redmond” with 

member testimonial videos and 
a walk-through of our office and 
museum space at the “new” Old 
Redmond Schoolhouse. 

Because of our members, 
donors, sponsors, and 
volunteers, Redmond Historical 
Society continues to produce 
this newsletter, The Redmond 
Recorder, offer our virtual 
Saturday Speaker Series, and 
display collections at our museum 
space. Call our office to schedule 
a tour of the new space!

Invite your friends and family 
to JOIN Redmond Historical 
Society so we can continue 
our commitment to procuring, 
archiving, and protecting 
Redmond’s history.

Thanks for being a part of what we 
LOVE about Redmond Historical 
Society!

what do you loVe 
aBout redMond?

we loVe our MeMBerS!

https://tinyurl.com/RHS2022IceCreamSocial
https://tinyurl.com/RHS2022IceCreamSocial
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/post/frank-miye-yoshitake-a-lifetime-of-service
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/post/frank-miye-yoshitake-a-lifetime-of-service
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/post/introducing-lifetime-members-roger-and-patti-trepanier
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/post/introducing-lifetime-members-roger-and-patti-trepanier
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/post/recognizing-lifetime-members-wayne-and-lucille-hansen
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/post/recognizing-lifetime-members-wayne-and-lucille-hansen
https://youtu.be/Lrpy1rumcJw
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/become-a-member
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membeRShiP newS

ouR SocieTy LifeTime membeRS

Sharon Freeman, Ballisty
Louise Graep Barnes
David Best
John and Jay Cogan
Marjorie Costello
John Couch
Cory de Jong
Sally Jo Eberhardt
Betty L. Emmanuel
Tony Emmanuel
Elaine Sween Etzler
Don and Mary Fowler
Frank Garbarino
Peggy Garbarino
Madeleine Roberts Hagen
Suzanne Hall
Mary Hanson
Jerry Hardy
Chris Himes
Duane Isackson
Rosemarie Ives
Patricia Weiss Jovag

Barbara Weiss Joyce
Allen Lang
Judy Aries Lang
Judith M. Lankford
Miguel Angel Llanos
*Cheryl Strong Magnuson
*Gene Magnuson
Jon M. Magnussen
Dorothy Matsui
Diana Morelli
Panfilo Morelli
Allison Reed Morris
Edward O’Brien
Deborah Oftebro
John Oftebro
LeRoy Olson
Dale Potter
Jo Ann Potter
Bobbie Graep Rettig
Dave Rockenbeck
Laurie M. Rockenbeck
Margy U. Rockenbeck

William Rockenbeck
Doris Bauer Schaible
Dick Shinstrom
Karen Snepp 
Frederick Springsteel
Beryl Standley
John C. Stilin
Sherry B. Stilin
Fred Stray
Larry O. Sundholm
Subhadra Terhanian
Doris Townsend
Joe Townsend
Patricia Trepanier
Roger Trepanier
Sue-Lynn Walsh
Patti Simpson Ward
Donald Glennister Watts
Joanne Westlund
James Windle

An asterisk (*) indicates Family Lifetime members. A full listing of 
Lifetime Members, both current and in memoriam, is available at 

redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

Carol Rich – February 4 
Eric Pearson – February 5
Ben (Bruce) Nelson – February 7
Elaine Sween Etzler – February 20

If you’d like us to recognize your birthday in upcoming newsletters, 
please complete the information on your renewal form or email: 
membership@redmondhistoricalsociety.org

MeMBer BirthdayS 

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/RHS/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=105&Itemid=297
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VoLunTeeR coRneR

hourS Volunteered:
479

Seventeen volunteers were scheduled to work during our Ice Cream 
Social and Membership Meeting at the Happy Valley Grange. All of us 
were very disappointed that it had to be postponed. Paige Norman, 
our Membership Chair, spent several hours organizing the event. 
Hopefully, all of her planning will be put to good use later in 2022. 

WELCOME to two new volunteers, Anusha Begur and Dallas Hanson! 
Anusha’s interests lie in preserving and understanding Redmond’s 
history. Dallas would like to be involved in research and archiving. We 
surely are looking forward to working with them.

“As you grow older, 
you will discover that 
you have two hands—
one for helping yourself, 
the other for helping 
others.” 
– Audrey Hepburn

Audrey Hepburn, 1956. 
Source: Paramount photo 
by Bud Fraker/Wikimedia 

Commons.

a Volunteer VoiCe
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membeRShiP

 
 REDMOND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  
2021 MEMBERSHIP 

Every town has a history. Discover ours. 

 

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only) 

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5       
Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25       
Homesteader/Family  (2 members) $40    
Visionary/Business  $250    
History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000    
Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members)  $2,000    
 
 I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my membership. 
 
Membership Name(s): 1)          2)      

Address:            Unit #:  

City:         State:       Zip    

Phone:       Email:        

Birthdate: Member 1         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

Birthdate: Member 2         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

 Address Change      New Member     Renewal  Gift membership 
 New to Redmond  I am interested in being a volunteer 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

8345 – 154th Avenue NE  ••  Redmond, WA  98052 
You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at 

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org 
 
Beginning September 2020, The Redmond Recorder will be available via email and viewable on 
our website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org  

REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2022 MEMBERSHIP

Every town has a history. Discover ours.

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only)

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5 __________

Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25 __________

Homesteader/Family (2 members) $40 __________

Visionary/Business $250 __________

History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000 __________

Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members) $2,000 __________

n  I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my 

membership.

Membership Names: 1)___________________________2)___________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________Unit#____________

City: ___________________________________State: ____________Zip:________________

Phone: _________________________Email: _______________________________________

Birthdate Member 1 __________________________ mm/dd/yy                (optional)

Birthdate Member 1 __________________________ mm/dd/yy                (optional)

r  Address Change r  New Member r  Renewal r  Gift membership

r  New to Redmond r  I am interested in being a volunteer

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
16600 NE 80th Street  •  Redmond, WA 98052

You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org

The Redmond Recorder is available via email and viewable on our 
website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org.
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