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Virtual Saturday Speaker SerieS:
the hiStory of the panama hotel

Built as a “workingman’s” hotel in 1910, the Panama Hotel and Tea 
House currently serves as a historic place to stay while visiting Seattle. 
The hotel has been remarkably stewarded—it was declared a National 
Historic Landmark building in 2006, and designated a National Treasure 
by the National Trust for Historic Preservation in 2015. However, there 
is a bittersweet story associated with the hotel. Join us on Saturday, 
April 9, for a talk about the history—and the future—of this iconic Seattle 
landmark. For details and to register, see p. 4.

• President John Oftebro samples a timeline of Redmond history, p. 3.
• “Art and Memory” exhibit at VALA Art Center draws a crowd, p. 5.
• Tom Hitzroth investigates Old Redmond School House – Part I, p. 6.
• Rosemarie Ives remembers city councilman and citizen activist 

Richard Grubb, p. 9.

Panama Hotel (Sabro Ozasa, 1910), Seattle, ca. 1920.  
Courtesy Panama Hotel Bed & Breakfast
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SocieTy newS

PHONE 425.885.2919
ADDRESS 16600 NE 80th Street #122
 Redmond, WA 98052
WEBSITE redmondhistoricalsociety.org
EMAIL info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
HOURS Please contact the office to 
 schedule an appointment

2022

Society Partners with Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty brokers Cynthia Olsen and 
Mary Sullivan have formed a unique 
partnership with the Redmond Historical 
Society in an effort to help raise money 
for the Society. Sotheby’s International 
Realty will give 10% of commissions to 
support the Redmond Historical Society 
when you or someone you refer buys or 
sells property. Marketplace Sotheby’s 
International Realty established this 
program as a way to give back to 
organizations that are committed to 
the welfare of our communities. For 
more information, contact Cynthia 
Olsen at cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.
com, 425.877.9904, Mary Sullivan at 
mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com, 
425.449.2841, or call the Society Office 
at 425.885.2919.

SammamiSh Valley newS 
digitization update

Issues from the late 1970s and ‘80s 
of the Sammamish Valley News are 
now available on rhs.stparchive.
com! Thanks to Joe Townsend for 
coordinating with the Bellevue 
Library to access several microfilms 
in their archives for digitization. 
This format is processed at a lower 
cost per page than paper issues. 
We expected to digitize 3,316 
pages during this phase, but 
thanks to this partnership, we have 
successfully digitized 7,751 new 
pages!

mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society/
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society/
redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com
http://rhs.stparchive.com/
http://rhs.stparchive.com/
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PReSidenT’S noTebook

a timeline of eVentS 
you Should know about
By John Oftebro

Here are some examples of what 
you can find on our website under 
Research Resources and Stories 
from Redmond’s Past. Check out 
other historic entries, and enjoy our 
history!

1904  James W. Clise buys 200 
acres from John Tosh along the 
slough, and Willowmoor farm estate 
develops with Clise eventually owning 
350 acres. 

1918  Bill Brown elected mayor and 
serves from 1919 until 1948.

1922  Red brick school with 12 rooms 
and auditorium built on NE 80th Street 
opens. 

1939  Bike Derby inaugurates race 
around Lake Sammamish and sells 
chances estimating the winning race 
time. Proceeds pay for downtown 
Christmas decorations and school 
athletic equipment.  

1946  Sammamish Valley News 
publishes first newspaper under Bob 
Bailie’s direction. 

1957  Nike Missile facility is built in 
Redmond by the U.S. Army. 

1963  Jim Whittaker, the first 
American to climb Mt. Everest, 
receives a ticker tape parade and is 
mayor for a day when he returns to 
Redmond from Nepal. 

1975  The seal that has been living 
in Lake Sammamish since 1952 is 
captured by the State Department 
of Wildlife in response to residents 
who charge the animal with suddenly 
becoming aggressive. 

1985  Microsoft Corporation moves 
its headquarters to Redmond from 
Bellevue. 

1997  Redmond Town Center, located 
on the former Golf Course site, opens 
with 64 shops. 

2008  Bear Creek is rerouted to a 
more northerly stream bed along State 
Route 520 in order to improve salmon 
habitat. 

2009  Happy Valley Grange—founded 
on October 1, 1909—celebrates 100 
years of community service, and is 
one of the oldest organizations on the 
Eastside.

2012  Theno’s Dairy, an Eastside 
institution located at the southeast 
corner of 124th Street and Redmond-
Woodinville Road, closes permanently 
after 70 years of business. 

2021  The Redmond Historical 
Society, which began in 1999, 
moves back into the Old Redmond 
Schoolhouse.

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/RHS/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=270:volume-11-number-8&catid=23&Itemid=123
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SaTuRday SPeakeR SeRieS

Date and Time: Saturday, April 9, 
2022
10:30 AM Pacific Time (US and 
Canada)

Registration is required. 
To register for this free online 
presentation: 
https://tinyurl.com/RHSPanamaHotel

The Redmond Historical Society 
invites the community to an 
engaging virtual discussion 
with Seattle hotel owner and 
preservationist, Jan Johnson. Ms. 
Johnson will tell the story of the 
Panama Hotel, located in Seattle’s 
International District. 

In 2006, the Panama Hotel 
was declared as a National 
Historic Landmark and in 2015, 
was designated as a National 
Treasure by the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation. While 
the hotel has a rich history of the 
Japanese American experience, 
the establishment also contains 
evidence of our nation’s dark past. 

Belongings from Japanese-American 
families have been gathering dust 
here since 1942. That’s when 
the families rushed to store their 
possessions in the Panama Hotel 
after President Roosevelt issued 

Jan Johnson, 
Owner, Panama Hotel 

the bitterSweet Story

of the panama hotel

an order to have Japanese 
Americans rounded up and sent 
to camps. “These people were 
all Americans and they were 
interned, with no due process,” 
she says. 

Ms. Johnson bought the Panama 
Hotel from Takashi Hori in 1985. 
An artist and fashion designer 
turned historic preservationist, 
she is dedicated to protecting and 
running the Panama Hotel built in 
1910. 

She wants to ensure the hotel is 
preserved as a reminder of the 
city’s once bustling Japantown, 
part of what’s known as the 
Chinatown International District, 
and the sad history of Japanese-
American families—a kind of 
“living museum.”

https://tinyurl.com/RHSPanamaHotel
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‘art and memory’ drawS a Crowd
By Deb Akerstrom

Preserving Redmond’s history—the 
number one goal of RHS—was 
beautifully highlighted Saturday 
night, March 5, as a crowd gathered 
at VALA Art Center for the opening 
of “Art and Memory: Viewing 
Redmond’s History with an Artist’s 
Eye.”

It was a well-attended event, 
also honoring Women’s History 
Month, presenting the work of 
two local artists from the Society’s 
Collections, Dorisjean Colvin and 
Loana “Barney” Johnson Reilly.

Colvin captures the town during 
the 1970s, ‘80s and ‘90s…not 
quite grown up yet…still a bit of 
a farm town, while Johnson Reilly 
highlights the 1920s and 1930s 
of her childhood here. Both views 
include buildings of wood, often 
separated by distance, and people 
of the era dressed in period attire.

Watercolors and black-and-
white sketches focus on historic 
homes, businesses, and people, 
plus railroad tracks and the old 
train station—most of which no 
longer exist in modern-day techno 
Redmond. This show is a look back 
at a Redmond that only exists in 
memory.

VALA (Venues for Artists in the 
Local Area) is a nonprofit arts 
group founded in 2010 by Jessica 
Kravitz and John Lambert. Their 
goal is to provide an opportunity 
for local artists to connect with our 
community. VALA’s new space is 
located on 161st Ave. NE, directly 
across from the downtown park; 
its website is www.valaeastside.
org. The show is heart-warming—
making one realize there has been 
a Redmond for longer than anyone 
can remember. But it has grown and 
changed—along with the times—to 
become a real city.

Photo collage by Crystal A. Edwards

https://www.facebook.com/ValaEastside/videos/676557610361494
https://www.valaeastside.org
https://www.valaeastside.org
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LocaL hiSToRy

old redmond SChool houSe – 
part i By Tom Hitzroth

Redmond School House, ca. 1909. 
Photo by Winfred Wallace, courtesy of 

Eastside Heritage Center

In Washington it was not uncom-
mon—once school districts were 
established—for the boundaries to 
change. Boundaries shifted as new 
school districts were formed, and 
county or local needs changed.  
Creating a school district only re-
quired a minimum of five families to 
petition a county superintendent of 
schools to establish a new district.

In this way, on August 11, 1882, 
School District #34 was established, 
which would later be called Red-
mond School District #34. The first 
school was the log school, ca. 1875. 
In 1887, the school was moved to 
the Congregational Church in pres-
ent-day Anderson Park. On Decem-
ber 16, 1892, the Board of Directors 
of Redmond School District #34 
purchased from Warren Perrigo 
one acre of land immediately west of 
the church and constructed school 
buildings. Ultimately, in 1908, a two 
story, four-room school was con-
structed.

In 1917, the Happy Valley School 
District merged with Redmond. 
Then, between June 18 and Sep-
tember 4, 1920 (78 days), the Union 
Hill, Inglewood, and Avondale 
school districts were merged into the 
Redmond School District. With these 
changes, the 1908 school building—

along with the old Congregational 
Church, purchased by the district in 
1905—provided for the increasing 
number of students.

In 1921, the school district board, 
in a sense of urgency, approached 
Marve Perrigo, son of William Perri-
go, to purchase ten acres of land to 
construct the building, known today 
as the Old Redmond School House 
(ORSH).  

In the next article, we will discuss the 
contract the board worked out with 
Marve Perrigo, construction of the 
new building, and its expansion in 
the 1930s into the building we see 
today. 
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SoCiety announCeS 2022 
walking tourS

Tom Hitzroth in front
of Justice White House/

Hotel Redmond.  
Photo: John Oftebro

Since 2003, Tom Hitzroth has led 
walking tours of Redmond’s historic 
district. Over the years, the tour has 
evolved from one hour to two, with the 
script changing as new information 
is discovered. This year, the tour 
will incorporate the site of a newly 
discovered hotel and the site of a 1905 
homicide.

A lifelong Eastside resident, Hitzroth 
continues to work at identifying details 
of Redmond’s development from its 
earliest time into the 1930s. He is 
currently investigating the historic 
site of the settlement of Melrose that 
preceded Redmond, the land claim 
area of Redmond, and the historic 
development of the downtown.

Tours meet as scheduled rain or shine and begin across the street from the 
Justice White House/Hotel Redmond (Jensen/Fey Architects) at 7730 NE 76th St. 

Please be advised that proof of vaccination or a negative test result is not required 
for this outdoor tour, but masks are encouraged. These events also include a 
significant amount of walking or standing, with limited opportunities for resting. 
We recommend wearing comfortable shoes, weather-appropriate clothing, and 
bringing a water bottle.

Tickets are available for $10 per person on the Events page at 
RedmondHistoricalSociety.org. Registration is required by the Wednesday 
prior to the tour, and tours are limited to 10 participants. To ensure the 
group maximum is not exceeded, please make sure your registration 
includes every member of your party. For further questions, please call 
our office at 425-885-2919.

2022 Walking Tour Schedule
Sunday May 15, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday June 19, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday August 14, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday September 4, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/rhs-events
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anonymouS donor awardS
lifetime memberShip
Welcome to new Lifetime Member, 
Laura Lee Bennett! Laura Lee has 
been a driving force behind our 
newsletter, The Redmond Recorder, 
and helps to keep our programs like 
the Saturday Speaker Series running. 
She is also a longtime member of two 
local arts organizations—and RHS 
collaborators—Redmond Association 
of Spokenword (RASP), and Venues 
for Artists in the Local Area (VALA 
Eastside).

Membership is a HUGE factor in 
everything we do! If you’d like to gift, 
renew, or purchase a membership, we 
have a level for every budget. Joining 
is easy; you can purchase online, or 
by mail using our newsletter form!  

Good times! Cheryl and Laura Lee 
at Society picnic, June 2018. 

Photo: John Oftebro

Thanks to ALL our members for 
being a part of what we LOVE about 
Redmond! Check out our website for 
more articles and posts about history, 
members, and Society happenings!

ouR SocieTy LifeTime membeRS
Sharon Freeman, Ballisty
Louise Graep Barnes
Laura Lee Bennett
David Best
John and Jay Cogan
Marjorie Costello
John Couch
Cory de Jong
Sally Jo Eberhardt
Betty L. Emmanuel
Tony Emmanuel
Elaine Sween Etzler
Don and Mary Fowler
Frank Garbarino
Peggy Garbarino
Madeleine Roberts Hagen
Suzanne Hall
Mary Hanson
Jerry Hardy
Chris Himes
Duane Isackson
Rosemarie Ives

Patricia Weiss Jovag
Barbara Weiss Joyce
Allen Lang
Judy Aries Lang
Judith M. Lankford
Miguel Angel Llanos
*Cheryl Strong Magnuson
*Gene Magnuson
Jon M. Magnussen
Dorothy Matsui
Diana Morelli
Panfilo Morelli
Allison Reed Morris
Edward O’Brien
Deborah Oftebro
John Oftebro
LeRoy Olson
Dale Potter
Jo Ann Potter
Bobbie Graep Rettig
Dave Rockenbeck
Laurie M. Rockenbeck

Margy U. Rockenbeck
William Rockenbeck
Doris Bauer Schaible
Dick Shinstrom
Karen Snepp 
Frederick Springsteel
Beryl Standley
John C. Stilin
Sherry B. Stilin
Fred Stray
Larry O. Sundholm
Subhadra Terhanian
Doris Townsend
Joe Townsend
Patricia Trepanier
Roger Trepanier
Sue-Lynn Walsh
Patti Simpson Ward
Donald Glennister Watts
Joanne Westlund
James Windle

An asterisk (*) indicates Family Lifetime members. A full listing of Lifetime Members, both 
current and in memoriam, is available at  redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

http://www.raspread.com/
http://www.raspread.com/
http://www.valaeastside.org/
http://www.valaeastside.org/
http://www.valaeastside.org/
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/become-a-member
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/RHS/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=105&Itemid=297
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in memoriam: riChard grubb
By Rosemarie Ives

On February 14, 2022, former 
Redmond city councilmember 
Richard Grubb passed away five 
days shy of his 83rd birthday. 
Mr. Grubb has been a resident of 
Redmond since 1982.

Richard was president of Civic 
Action on Redmond Environment 
(CARE), a citizen group devoted 
to preserving the 120-acre 
Redmond Golf Links property that 
is now Redmond Town Center.

Mr. Grubb was a “regular” at 
City of Redmond Planning 
Commission and City Council 
meetings, providing well-
researched and thorough 
testimony on land use and 
environmental issues important 
to the people of Redmond, such 
as the preservation of agricultural 
lands in the Sammamish Valley. 
After years of providing testimony 
as a citizen activist and City 
Hall watchdog, Mr. Grubb ran 
successfully for Redmond City 
Council in 1991, serving two 
terms ending in 2000. During 
those years, he served as the 
unofficial poet laureate, providing 
tributes for city officials upon their 
departures.

Richard Grubb

Mr. Grubb and his wife, Eunice, 
who predeceased him in 2021, 
were residents of Education Hill for 
close to 40 years. Together they 
had a small crafts business as 
well as being committed to animal 
advocacy in King County including 
providing foster care to small dogs 
and cats.
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VoLunTeeR coRneR

360 hourS Volunteered!
Cheryl Strong Magnuson, one of our volunteers extraordinaire, curates 
our Facebook page. She has been diligently walking around Redmond, 
taking pictures, and researching the history of each location. What a 
valuable project! 

There have been so many changes, so quickly. A daily 
trip through town sees a familiar shop gone and a new, 
larger building in its place. It’s hard to visualize what any 
particular Redmond space looked like before. Now, we 
have 1,001 people who “like” our Facebook page. and 
1,149 people who “follow” it.

Thank you, Cheryl, for documenting and sharing our town. It will serve 
as an excellent resource today and in the future.

Volunteer VoiCe
“Humans are social creatures by nature. Perhaps this is why our minds 
and bodies are rewarded when we give to others. Our results show that 
volunteerism among older adults doesn’t just strengthen communities, 
but enriches our own lives by strengthening our bonds to others, help-
ing us feel a sense of purpose and well-being, and protecting us from 

feelings of loneliness, depression, and hopelessness.”

–Eric S. Kim, PhD, Research Scientist, 
the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Source: Well+Good website, “Volunteering Makes You Feel Like 
You Have a Larger Purpose—And That Increases Your Longevity,” 

by Kara Jillian Brown

https://www.wellandgood.com/longevity-benefits-of-volunteering/
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membeRShiP

 
 REDMOND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  
2021 MEMBERSHIP 

Every town has a history. Discover ours. 

 

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only) 

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5       
Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25       
Homesteader/Family  (2 members) $40    
Visionary/Business  $250    
History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000    
Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members)  $2,000    
 
 I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my membership. 
 
Membership Name(s): 1)          2)      

Address:            Unit #:  

City:         State:       Zip    

Phone:       Email:        

Birthdate: Member 1         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

Birthdate: Member 2         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

 Address Change      New Member     Renewal  Gift membership 
 New to Redmond  I am interested in being a volunteer 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

8345 – 154th Avenue NE  ••  Redmond, WA  98052 
You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at 

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org 
 
Beginning September 2020, The Redmond Recorder will be available via email and viewable on 
our website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org  

REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2022 MEMBERSHIP

Every town has a history. Discover ours.

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only)

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5 __________

Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25 __________

Homesteader/Family (2 members) $40 __________

Visionary/Business $250 __________

History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000 __________

Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members) $2,000 __________

n  I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my mem-

bership.

Membership Names: 1)___________________________2)___________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________Unit#____________

City: ___________________________________State: ____________Zip:________________

Phone: _________________________Email: _______________________________________

Birthdate Member 1 __________________________ mm/dd/yy                (optional)

Birthdate Member 1 __________________________ mm/dd/yy                (optional)

r  Address Change r  New Member r  Renewal r  Gift membership
r  New to Redmond r  I am interested in being a volunteer

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
16600 NE 80th Street  •  Redmond, WA 98052

You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org

The Redmond Recorder is available via email and viewable on our 
website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org.
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